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CHAPTER ONE

The Truth You Know
You Know

Beijing, Communist China
Summer, 1981

A dry, burning breeze blew into the city from the Gobi Desert as I
wove through crowds of people, all dressed in faded navy, gray, or
black. I was making my way to the Beijing Medical University where 1
taught English. My class consisted of 50 doctors and nurses, both men
and women, ages 32 to 60. These were some of China’s most intelligent
people. As such, they had endured much suffering during the
destructive fury of the Cultural Revolution, which had spread death and
cultural ruin throughout China. One of these doctors, described by the
others as the best surgeon in China, had told me he had spent the last
eight years walking the rice paddies barefooted. Another had said that
the Red Guards had taken her husband and children away. She had not
seen them for over ten years, nor did she know where they were even
now.

But by 1981, China was beginning to emerge onto the world stage
from the bleakness and fear of the Cultural Revolution as a new leader
attempted to bring the nation into an era of openness. Teams of English
teachers from the West had been invited to upgrade education. So here

I was in a hot, colorless city. The authorities, who knew I was a
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Christian but not that I was a missionary, had said T would be allowed
to give a Christian witness. But no public gatherings would be
permitted.

With this knowledge, I entered my classroom each day and faced
this special group of doctors and professors. Their white shirts and
blouses were wrinkled. Their drab trousers and skirts were faded. On
their feet, they wore rubber thongs or well-worn, unpolished leather
shoes. Yet in spite of their humble clothing, they had a keen intellect
and self-esteem. These amiable doctors and nurses possessed a
wholesome respect for their station and accomplishments, and perceived
their comrades to be compassionate benefactors of the Chinese.

[ assumed that all my students were currently Communist, or had
been in the past, for they had spent their lives under atheistic
communism. Religious witnessing had been forbidden, and Christians
had been marked as ignorant and primitive. In fact, just a few years
earlier, learning English or even showing any Western skills with music
would have resulted in death or imprisonment. But now the Chinese
were being encouraged to study English. They were allowed to question
Westerners freely, so they were full of questions, endlessly asking about
everything. It seemed that their curiosity about me was never
quenched.

One day, one of the doctors asked, “How do you prove God?”

“You do not prove God,” I said. “You know God. We prove things
in the physical world by experimenting with measurements, weights,
chemicals, heat, light, and so on. But you cannot put God in a test tube
or measure His dimensions. God is Spirit. Things of the Spirit
dimension need no proving, because God’s Spirit bears witness to our
spirits. God’s Spirit confirms the truth of His love and His being.”

After some silent thought, the doctors said, “We don’t understand.”

“Should you lie, rob, murder, or cheat me?” I asked. “Should you

take my wife by force? Should you rape my daughter?”

“No!” they answered.

“Are you sure?” I asked.

“Yes,” they all said. “We are sure.”

“Prove it,” I said. “Prove that these things are wrong.”

Everyone was silent.

“I agree with you,” I said. “We all agree that these things are
wrong. | am an American, and you are Chinese. Our language, culture,
and political systems are different. Yet on this most important issue for
relationship among all people, we agree. There is no need to prove it,
for we all know it. It is a self-evident truth, universally understood.
Things of the Spirit need no proof, for our Maker has written His image
of love and moral righteousness upon every human heart. All over the
world, regardless of nation, language, or creed, men and women, adults
and children, educated and uneducated, all alike know that such

behavior is bad. Each person knows what is good.”

T e,

Things of the Spirit need no proof.
Our Maker has written His image of love and moral righteousness
upon every human heart.

T e,

Then I asked another question. “If I love you so deeply that I
would die for you, would 1 lie, rob, murder, cheat, or mistreat you in
any way?”

“No,” they said. “You wouldn’t.”

I placed one of my index fingers over the other, forming a cross.
“If T loved you like this, so that I would die for you after you put nails
into my hands and feet, pierced my side with a sword, or pressed a
crown of sharp thorns into my brow, would I ever murder or rob or

cheat you?”



Without hesitation, they said, “No.”

“Do you have to prove that?” I asked.

Again they answered, “No.”

“What kind of a world would it be if we all loved each other with
such love?” T asked.

“It would be a great world,” they said.

T e,

Love fulfills all moral and ethical responsibilities
toward one another.

T,

“We all know that it would be a great world if we loved each other
with the love our Creator has given us,” I said. “We believe it, because
it is true. God has put within us the knowledge of His love. Whoever
our Maker is, He has made us with a common knowledge: Love fulfills
all moral and ethical responsibilities toward one another. We do not
have to prove it; we know it. This kind of love implies the personal.

That's why we say, ‘God is love, and love is personal.”

Love That Proves to be True

This explanation of God’s love, which the Chinese doctors
pondered that day, is so simple that a little child can easily understand
it. Yet it is also profound. We believe God is love, because He has
written the truth of His love in the hearts of all people. We not only feel
love, but we also see it when people are kind and compassionate toward
us. This love is the absolute of mankind’s ability to exist in self-
fulfillment and in personal relationships. Its multiple facets hold all that
distinguishes us as both relational and rational human beings. We
know we must love truth, morality, humanity, integrity, responsibility,
honor, respect, righteousness, and life — our own as well as others’. To

the human heart, such love continually proves itself to be true.

Summary: Chapter 1

You don’t have to prove God; you know God.

All people agree on basic universal moral law.

Perfect love fulfills the whole moral law.

This kind of love is personal.

The highest description of God is Perfect Love.

God is personal.





